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Not long ago there were not very many environmental libraries. There were a
few libraries which specialized in some of the various subject fields, but there
just were not very many environmental libraries. Now, it seems to be the
hottest topic since Sputnik. The environment itself is a topic which is now
responsible for political changes, economic changes and individual lifestyle
changes. Therefore, more libraries are beginning to enter into the picture, for
many reasons. Some reasons are altruistic, but they run the gamut from
personal belief in problem solutions, to public demand, to just trying to get a
share of the slowly growing sources of money.
As with other types of libraries, various kinds of environmental libraries
are beginning to develop: small collections of magazines designed to meet
immediate demands of the public or the group served; and large government
collections being expanded to meet new research and policy needs. But this
leaves a group in between which is trying to serve a large public on a limited
budget. It is well known that the environmental field is a very broad one
which touches every subject matter conceivable: pure and applied sciences,
social sciences, economics, history, architecture, psychology, even literature,
religion and semantics. It is a problem for libraries to fill the gap and supply
environmental information, especially as publications mushroom in volume
and cost. A small local library is unable to cope with it, and even some larger
college, university, and government libraries are unable to do a passable job.
They simply cannot afford it; some government libraries are already beginning
to feel the economy measures of the Nixon administration. While their
budgets are kept low, they are expected to fill the demands of their users for
necessary information.
It is becoming increasingly evident to librarians in Colorado that
cooperation is the only way they will be able to serve their users. It seems to
be true for other geographic areas as well. They are pooling their energies,
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collections and financial resources to better serve the people in their region. I
will discuss some of these regional efforts. Whether one library serves a region
or a group of libraries working together serve a region, the region is receiving
service.
A regional environmental library, in general, serves an area larger than a
single city, but smaller than a country. Therefore, we can talk about the
Denver-Metropolitan region or the Rocky Mountain region. Since these are the
two areas with which I am most familiar, I will draw most of my examples
from them to illustrate my point.
When the Conservation Library of the Denver Public Library started,
more than twelve years ago, it was the first conservation library in a public
library and continued to be so until 1972 when Minneapolis opened theirs and
Chicago began work on theirs. There were a few private collections of material
such as the Conservation Foundation library and specialized collections such
as the Forest History Society archives, the large specialized collections such as
the Yale Forestry collection or the collections found in the departmental
libraries of the Interior Department and the Agriculture Department. But, in
general, the hinterlands were left in a big void. The situation is not largely
changed today, except for the growing number of users and growing number
of small collections which find they must specialize, drop out or join a larger
cooperative system. Often they just continue to give inadequate service.
In the West there are already some libraries which serve various sized
regions, but these are almost entirely governmental libraries. The Denver
Wildlife Research Center library works to serve the western region and
cooperates with other wildlife research stations to obtain needed material
upon request. When the librarians do not have it, they come to the Conser-
vation Library or may make use of the Bibliographic Center for Research to
locate specific material. The same is true of the library at the U.S. Forest
Service Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, except that
the librarian there works closely with Colorado State University's library in
Fort Collins to help serve her users. Wyoming University is collecting archival
material, but they find that much of the material they want has been given or
promised to the Conservation Library. The Bureau of Reclamation Library,
the U.S. Geological Survey Library and the National Oceanographic and
Atmospheric Administration libraries also serve the western regions. However,
in most instances these libraries do not have the budget to collect everything
that is needed by their users-nor should they. If the NOAA library gets only
one request for a certain piece of information, or if one of their groups is
doing cursory work in an area, such as geology, NOAA should not be buying
heavily in that field. But if they know that a few miles away is a library with
the needed material and more, they should, and do, make use of that library,
whether it be Denver Public Library or the U.S. Geological Survey Library.
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However, many libraries and organizations have a tendency not to do
this. They have a penchant for building their own little empires which they
cannot afford to keep. Therefore, in the Denver area, we are trying to
cooperate to define areas of collection specialty and overlap. For instance, the
Conservation Library will not collect heavily in atmospheric physics or
weather modification technology. It will collect some material on the environ-
mental effects of that program, but little on the technology. It is not
supporting a large research program in that area but is serving a public which
wants to know the effects of such programs. Anyone coming to the Conser-
vation Library who needs a great deal of technical information on the subject
and who cannot find what is needed in the collection, is sent to the NOAA
library in Boulder. This leaves money available to buy other materials needed
much more and still insures the information in other areas is available.
This procedure is only logical and is presently done on an informal basis.
What we would like to do is to make these legal definitions of collection. The
three main business libraries in the region have done it, and we are trying to
do the same for the environmental field. When we have done this, we also
hope to go to various foundations, government agencies and private sources to
get funding to supplement our existing purchasing budgets for materials. We
feel that by exhibiting cooperation and not competition we have a much
better chance, especially since the federal government favors dealing with
fewer entities and often gives support to cooperative ones. Getting this
cooperation is often difficult, but we are trying.
One of the most promising routes being followed is in connection with a
statewide plan for environmental education. I will not detail the many
problems encountered, but will try to tell of the positive thrust of the
movement.
A group received funding from the U.S. Office of Education to prepare
a master plan for environmental education throughout Colorado. I was named
to the steering committee of this organization. Working with various environ-
mental organizations, as well as libraries through the state, the highest priority
of the plan was given to a call for a clearinghouse for environmental in-
formation to serve citizens, businesses, schools, government organizations,
etc. These groups are now in the process of further defining the problems in
the state, identifying what facilities are already operating, and putting together
the means of starting a clearinghouse for environmental information. These
actions take into consideration libraries, existing means of distributing infor-
mation, new means which might be developed, and ways of working within
the community to solve problems. One of the ideas proposed is a cooperative
effort between several existing libraries to purchase a machine to make
microfiche, several fiche-to-fiche copiers, and several fiche readers. The readers
would be distributed to libraries throughout the state which did not have
them, and rental services on readers would be established.
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Requests for environmental information from the cooperating libraries
would come into the Bibliographic Center for Research for the Rocky
Mountain region. This is an existing organization set up to locate material in
numerous libraries throughout the region and the country. Using their location
files for material, the requested copy would be located and a microfiche made
of it. The requester would be sent a duplicate microfiche; the original fiche
would stay with the Conservation Library to fill later requests. Mail and
interlibrary loan courier services already existing in the area would be used to
distribute the requested material. A collection of environmental fiche would
be built up to fill later requests more rapidly. In addition to this, a "neutral"
library such as the one at the Conservation Library, would also work within
the community to develop a base of other types of information, e.g., when
meetings are being held, who has files of material that are current, useful and
important but not in any library; who various experts are; who needs what
environmental services, etc. This clearinghouse would be an active part of the
community by trying to identify needs and bring together the seeker and the
server. It would not be outside its realm to set up workshops and supply
information to participants. Satellite libraries or clearinghouses could function
in other parts of the region to be of more immediate help to that region or
act as contact for the central clearinghouse. But by using existing systems, not
duplicating efforts and filling in gaps of need, the region will be much better
served at relatively little extra cost.
Together there can be power, efficiency and better service. If one can
avoid the empire building and threatened egos involved, a regional system is
often a more secure, efficient system. No library can fill everyone's needs.
They are going to need help. For instance, the use of the expensive on-line
computer search systems would not be available to one library unless they
were shared. What Sarah Thomas and the EPA have done is wise; many of us
can learn from her. If we pool our resources, some of us could have these
sophisticated capabilities available, but we are going to have to share to keep
the costs within reason. The various environmental libraries are beginning to
look at shared on-line systems and cable television as a means of linking
libraries with each other and their users. The possibilities are becoming
available, we just have to know what they are and take advantage of them.
Another area that some environmental libraries are trying to push is an
old one, common to many libraries storage of the old, little used, but still
important material. Most libraries, like public libraries, look for a place to
store their old materials, and the library in the neighboring community looks
for space to store the same old books. One step in solving this problem is
naming one library the central storehouse. This library will keep the one
needed copy of the publication and the rest of the libraries will come there
for it when it is occasionally needed. One further step along these lines which
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we are working on is the placing of this material on microfilm or microfiche.
This does not then necessitate a new building to store it in, only a series of
microfilm cases. When the copy is needed, a microfilm copy can be sent and
no loan privileges need to be worried about if it reproduces cheaply enough.
This is an adjunct of the microform distribution and collection described
above.
By using existing systems, by trying to put more on microform, and by
working more closely with the various communities, the environmental
libraries of my region are working toward serving a larger community with
more information more rapidly. It is just beginning and is not always easy,
but the start is made and many people are becoming committed to it. It is
not new or exciting, but it is a start which libraries must make to be able to
stay in the environmental information field.
